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SUBJECT: 

FOURTH TROPICAL PRODUCTS GROUP MEETING, FEB. 16-18, 

CHAIRMAN'S SUMMING-UP AND RECORD OF DECISIONS 

1 . FOLLOWING IS CHAIRMAN S SUMMING-UP AND RECORD OF DECISIONS 
AT TROPICAL PRODUCTS MEETING(MTN) OF FEBRUARY 16-18. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

1 . THE GROUP "TROPICAL PRODUCTS" HELD ITS FOURTH MEETING 
DURING THE PERIOD 16-18 FEBRUARY 1976 TO CARRY FORWARD THE 
NEGOTIATIONS ON TROPICAL PRODUCTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
GUIDELINES AGREED AT ITS INITIAL MEETING (MTN/TP/1) AND THE 
DECISIONS TAKEN AT THE SECOND AND THIRD MEETINGS (MTN/TP/3 
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AND MTN/TP/4). THE GROUP AGREED TO INVITE THE SECRETARY- 
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GENERAL OF UNCTAD OR HIS REPRESENTATIVE TO ATTEND THIS 
MEETING AS AN OBSERVER. 

REVIEW OF CONSULTATIONS 

2. A NUMBER OF DELEGATIONS PROVIDED INFORMATION WITH RESPECT 
TO THE CONSULTATIONS ON THE REQUEST LISTS FOR CON- 
CESSIONS WHICH HAD TAKEN PLACE SINCE THE LAST MEETING 

OF THE GROUP. IN THE COURSE OF SOME OF THESE CONSULTA- 
TIONS, PRELIMINARY SUBSTANTIVE REACTIONS TO THE RE- 
QUESTS HAD ALSO BEEN PROVIDED. SOME DELEGATIONS SAID 
THAT THEY LOOKED FORWARD TO RECEIVING CLARIFICATIONS 
ON CERTAIN POINTS FROM SOME REQUESTING COUNTRIES, IN- 
CLUDING MORE DETAILED INFORMATION ON NON-TARIFF MEAS- 
URES REFERRED TO IN CERTAIN REQUEST LISTS. 

3. DELEGATIONS FROM COUNTRIES TO WHICH REQUESTS HAD 
BEEN ADDRESSED INDICATED THAT THE CONSULTATIONS HAD 
BEEN USEFUL IN CONNECTION WITH THE PREPARATION OF 
INITIAL OFFERS WHICH THEY EXPECTED TO BE ABLE TO TABLE 
ON MARCH 1, 1976, AS AGREED IN THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

OF THE GROUP. 

4. IN THE LIGHT OF THE CONSULTATIONS WHICH HAD TAKEN 
PLACE, DELEGATIONS FROM A NUMBER OF REQUESTING COUN- 
TRIES EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT INITIAL OFFERS MAY BE IN- 
SUFFICIENT IN TERMS OF PRODUCT COVERAGE AND DEPTH OF 
OFFER AND THAT THEY MAY NOT ADEQUATELY TAKE ACCOUNT 
OF PROBLEMS OF TARIFF ESCALATION AND NON- 
TARIFF MEASURES, SOLUTIONS TO WHICH WERE AN INTEGRAL 
PART OF THE OBJECTIVES OF THE TOKYO DECLARATION AS 
WELL AS THE GUIDELINES FOR THE CONDUCT OF NEGOTIATIONS 
ON TROPICAL PRODUCTS (MTN/TP/1). WITH RESPECT TO 
RECIPROCITY, SOME OF THESE DELEGATIONS REFERRED TO 
PARAGRAPH 5 OF THE TOKYO DECLARATION AND INDICATED 
THAT ANY CONTRIBUTIONS THEY WOULD MAKE CONSISTENT 
WITH THEIR INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT, FINANCIAL AND TRADE 
NEEDS, WOULD BE ON THE BASIS OF THE ADDITIONAL BENEFITS 
THEY RECEIVE AS A RESULT OF THE OVERALL NEGOTIATIONS 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE RELEVANT PROVISIONS OF THE 
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TOKYO DECLARATION AS THEY APPLIED TO DEVELOPING COUN- 
TRIES. 

5. SOME DELEGATIONS NOTED THAT THE EXTENT AND SCOPE 
OF THE ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN BY COUNTRIES TO WHICH RE- 
QUESTS HAVE BEEN ADDRESSED IN THE FIELD OF TROPICAL 
PRODUCTS WOULD BECOME CLEAR ONLY AFTER THE INITIAL 
OFFERS HAD BEEN TALBED. IN THIS RESPECT, DELEGATIONS 
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OF REQUESTING COUNTRIES EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT OFFERS 
WOULD LEAD TO THE COMMITMENT IN THE TOKYO DECLARATION 
TO GIVE TROPICAL PRODUCTS SPECIAL AND PRIORITY TREAT- 
MENT. 

CIRCULATION OF OFFERS, FORMAT AND FURTHER ACTION 

6. THE GROUP HAD AGREED THAT AT THIS MEETING IT 
WOULD TAKE A DECISION ON THE CIRCULATION ON THE FORMAT 
OF OFFERS AND TAKE UP OTHER MATTERS MENTIONED IN GATT/ 
AIR/1257. IN THIS CONNEXION, IT HAS AGREED ON THE 
PROCEDURES OUTLINED IN THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS. 

7. COUNTRIES HAVING RECEIVED REQUEST LISTS WILL PRESENT 
GLOBAL INITIAL OFFER LISTS FOR CIRCULATION TO PAR 
TICIPANTS IN THE GROUP "TROPICAL PRODUCTS". 

8. COUNTRIES WHICH ARE NOT IN A POSITION TO DO THIS 
AT THE OUTSET WILL PRESENT INITIAL OFFER LISTS TO 
EACH REQUESTING COUNTRY ADDING INFORMATION ON ITEMS 
IN WHICH SUCH AS REQUESTING COUNTRY MAY HAVE A TRADE 
INTEREST EVEN WHERE THESE ARE NOT INCLUDED IN ITS 
REQUEST LISTS. THE LIST WILL BE TRANSMITTED THROUGH 
THE SECRETARIAT OR COPIES OF EACH LIST DEPOSITED WITH 
THE SECRETARIAT. 

9. ANY PARTICIPANT SHALL BE ENTITLED TO OBTAIN IN- 
FORMATION DIRECTLY OR THROUGH THE SECRETARIAT FROM 
AN OFFER-MAKING COUNTRY ON ANY ITEM INCLUDED IN THE 
LISTS OF REQUESTS IN WHICH IT CONSIDERS IT HAS AN 
INTEREST. 

10. THE OFFER LISTS WILL BE PRESENTED SUBJECT TO 
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THE REQUIREMENTS OF CONFIDENTIALITY BEING RESPECTED 
WITH NOT MORE THAN TWO COPIES FOR EACH DELEGATION. 

11. THE OFFERS SHOULD INCLUDE DETAILS COVEING THE 
TARIFF ITEM NUMBER, THE PRODUCT DESCRIPTION, THE DUTY 
RATE OR RATES APPLICABLE TO THE ITEM ON WHICH A CON- 
CESSION IS BEING OFFERED, AND THE CONCESSIONS OFFERED 
WITH RESPECT TO TARIFFS AND NON-TARIFF MEASURES OR 
OTHER PROPOSALS FOR ACTION. 

12. THE TABLING OF OFFERS WILL BE FOLLOWED BY A 
PROCESS OF BILATERAL OR PLURILATERAL NEGOTIATONS 
BETWEEN THE PARTICIPANTS CONCERNED. THE SECRETARIAT 
WILL KEEP IN TOUCH WITH SUCH NEGOTIATIONS. IT WILL 
CICULATE BY 15 MAY 1976 LISTS OF OFFERS MADE BY 
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ALL OFFER-MAKING COUNTRIES WITH A VIEW TO FACILITATING 
MULTILATERAL DISCUSSION OR REVIEW. 

13. THE GROUP WILL MEET IN JUNE 1976 TO REVIEW THE 
STATUS OF THE OFFERS HAVING REGARD TO THE OFFER LISTS 
CIRCULATED BY THE SECRETARIAT AND THE BILATERAL OR 
PLURILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS THAT MAY HAVE TAKEN PLACE, 
TO EXAMINE ANY POINTS CONCERNING THE SCOPE AND CON- 
TENTS OF THE OFFER WHICH MAY BE BROUGHT UP BY 
PARTICIPANTS AND TO DISCUSS ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE 
FINALIZATION OF CONCESSIONS ON TROPICAL PRODUCTS 
HAVING REGARD FOR THE TNC CHAIRMAN S SUMMING-UP OF 
DDCEMBER 1975. 

14. AT THE JUNE MEETING, THE GROUP WILL ALSO REVERT 
TO POINTS COVERED BY SECTION 1(V), 1(1X), AND 2(111) OF 
THE GUIDELINES (MTN/TP/1). END TEXT. WALKER 
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